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exclaimed : " How interesting ! How beautiful I I wish I
had written that!"

There is no reason to doubt that a child, after its re-incar-
nation, may preserve the aptitudes of its previous existence,
though it has entirely lost the remembrance of the facts
which took place and which it witnessed during that period.
These faculties reappear and become active in the child, just
as the half-extinguished flame of a fire is rekindled by the
breath of the wind. The breath which fans the smouldering
flame of human faculties is that of a second existence.

The absence of memory may be urged as an objection to
re-incarnations in the body of a child, but this argument does
not apply to the incarnation of the soul of an animal in a
human body. The animal, being almost without the faculty
of memory, it is easy to understand that its aptitudes only
pass into the condition of man. The good or evil, gentle or
fierce instincts which human souls manifest so early, are ex-
plained by the species of the animal through which the soul
has been transmitted. A child who has a faculty for music
may have received the soul of a nightingale, the sweet song-
ster of our woods. A child who is an architect "by vocation
may have inherited the soul of a beaver, the architect of the
woods and waters.

In short, the various aptitudes, the natural faculties, the
vocations of human beings, are easily explained by the doc-
trine of the transmigration of souls. If we reject tins sys-
tem, we must charge God with injustice, because we must be-
lieve that He has granted to certain men useful faculties
which. He has refused to others, and made an unequal distri-